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jacket, with its complement of
powdered wig, cocked hat and high
boots. Many of the nobles whom
Peter had sent abroad borrowed the
manners and tastes of the nobility
of Western Europe. Social gather-
ings, then known as "assemblies,"
which were attended by the nobles'
families including the womenfolk,
became the mode. On holidays
the capital became the scene of
elaborate masquerades and merry-
making that lasted several days.

Peter the Great's Assistants.
Most of the nobles, who realized the
necessity of reforms for the strength-
ening of the state, supported
Peter. Many of Peter's most active
assistants both in military affairs
and civil administration came from
the nobility. Yet in choosing tal-
ented and devoted assistants Peter
did not limit himself to the nobil-
ity; he also advanced men "from

among the very basest born." These men subsequently became nobles,
acquired extensive estates and trampled upon the people in the old*
nobles* way.

Procurator-General Yaguzhinsky was said to have been a swineherd
in his youth. Shafirov, a Jew, who was in charge of foreign affairs,
had been a shop assistant. Peter's closest assistant was Alexander
Danilovich Menshikov, who was said to have been a vendor of meat
pies in his childhood. Menshikov joined one of the "sham" regiments,
went abroad with the tsar and worked with him in the shipyards.
Peter liked Menshikov for his acumen, efficiency and courage, and put
him in charge of military affairs. But Peter was aware of Menshikov's
shortcomings and in private used his stick on him more than, once to
teach him not to dip into the treasury.

Public initiative found a supporter in Peter.

The tsar had public-spirited assistants among various strata of
the population, many of whom at their own initiative submitted mem-
oranda suggesting reforms. An example is Ivan Pososhkov, a well-
to-do peasant of a palace village near Moscow. Pososhkov had travelled
extensively about the country as a tradesman and was well acquainted
with its life. He wrote a work entitled "On poverty and Wealth" and
dedicated it to Peter. In this book lie expounded his views on various
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